
CASGED Community Meeting Minutes  10 April 2018   6:30 pm 

1. Ruth Ann Dailey called the meeting to order at 6:34.  Bob Herbert let the Pledge of  
  Allegiance.   

2. Guests—Public Officials/Representatives 
  a. Mayor Peduto’s office — Mollie Onufer 
   i.  PA Resource Council is accepting for 2018 summer program Learn to Earn for  
     ages 14-21. 
   ii.  50th anniversary of Federal Housing Act celebration at August Wilson House,    
     Wednesday April 11, 2018 from 12-5 pm. 
   iii.  There are crossing guard openings; please let any interested parties know.   
   iv.   There will be 5 meetings in ensuing months to discuss building a statue to honor   
     a woman of color. 
   v.   When will Pittsburgh street paving begin?  We are working with City Council and  
     trying to be equitable when choosing which streets to repave.  Also, we are  
     coordinating with PWSA and utilities regarding their “digging up” so that there are 
     no wasted efforts. 
  b. Councilwoman Harris’ office   
   i.  Jeff Martin informed us that the Lowrie St Bridge on Troy Hill would be closed for 
     work.   
   ii.  Question was raised about the city steps on Concord:  the railings are down and  
     there is a huge sinkhole at the top.  J Martin said their office would reach out to 
Public Works. 
   iii. Chestnut Street Rezoning Timeline:  When is promised legislation to be    
     introduced? J. Martin said he would ask Mrs. Harris. 
   
c. Zone 1 Representative:  Officer Burford said there have been no major crimes in our    
 area for the last month.  Zone 1 is installing license readers.  Undercover officers are 
   working in Spring Garden, Spring Hill and Troy Hill.  A resident said a black Cadillac  
   has been sighted in suspicious circumstances—Officer said Zone 1 is well aware of the 
problem. 
   Shot Spotter is going to be implemented in the Northside.   
   The after school program, Kids and Cops, is taking at-risk students to 1st Tee to teach  
   them to golf. 
  d. Samantha Akers from Jake Wheatley’s office informed that there is a mobile office at  
    
   Kaffeehaus on Chestnut Street to fax, make copies, for community members who  
   need those services.  For those interested in when the mobile office is scheduled there,  
   please call Representative Jake Wheatley’s office. 

3. Board Election 
  a. Voter eligibility:  Ruth Ann explained the importance of signing in; you must attend 3  
   meetings out of 11 monthly meetings from May to April in order to vote. Four seats 
open in an even-numbered year, but due to Jeff Wuerthele’s resignation, a fifth seat is open. 



There are five candidates on the ballot.  
  b. Denice Pierce resigned from the board; in accordance with our bylaws, the CASGED 
   board will appoint her replacement, as there will be no “runners-up” from election. 
  c. Voting commenced; all running for CASGED board were elected. 

4. Discussion of Johnson Development proposal 
  a. Zoning hearing is 10:30 am on Thursday, April 12, 2018 at 200 Ross St.   This meeting 
   is open to the public. 
  b. Variance vote was held at March meeting regarding changing the zoning variance to    
   allow the building of a self-storage building at Vista, Madison Ave. and Concord St.   
   The vote was 27-16 against allowing a use variance for a self- 
   storage building.  Sixty four (64) community members were qualified to vote; 43     
   actually voted.  Four community members attended March meeting hoping to vote but 
were not qualified because they had not signed in at the community meetings they attended.  
Of the four, two had  
   stated their opposition to approval for the use variance.  Therefore, had they voted the  
   outcome of the vote would have had the same difference between pro and anti votes.   
  c. Tonight (April 10, 2018) there is a ballot regarding specific variances Johnson  
   Development is requesting if the use variance is approved. RA Dailey reported votes 
from Development Committee and Board in opposition to all the variances. Opposition is 
based on lack of setbacks from Social Hall, which makes emergency exit impossible and 
eliminates most windows, and lack of variation in roof height, which obscures city views from 
nearby properties and overwhelms the scale of our neighborhood’s smaller and more varied 
buildings. She explained that members who had voted against a use variance at the March 
meeting could still consider each building variance and register an opinion, should the use 
variance be granted. Voting commenced.  

5. Committee Reports 
  a. Public Safety Committee:  Raphael reported on the plans to tear down buildings on    
   Sandusky and Federal Streets; on 4-21 the YMCA  Awaken Summer information will  
   be available.  On April 18, City wide Mental Health presentation will be at 6 pm in 
Lawrenceville.  Zone 1 will be hosting an event the 3rd week in October, 2018.  Narcotics 
Division is going to sponsor an event on June 7 with Officer Kennedy.   
   National Night Out will again be held on the 1st Tuesday in August:  August 7, 2018. 
   It was suggested that we have a Port-a-John available fro attendees to use. 
  b. G3 Committee:  Earth Day on April 21, 2018 there will be a community cleanup from  
   9 am-1 pm. Meet at the pizza bake oven at the Chestnut green space. 
  c.  CASGED and Troy Hill are sponsoring a House and Garden Tour in Troy Hill, Spring 
    Garden and East Deutschtown on June 16.  We will need people to volunteer houses,  
   gardens—even houses that are being renovated.  $ 15 a ticket and a trolley between  
   Troy Hill and CASGED will be provided. 

 6. Voting counts for each variance were reported; all failed to win a majority “yes” vote. 

Meeting adjourned 8 pm.


