
Minutes for CASGED Community Meeting 
of Tuesday, October 9, 2018

Board members in attendance: Joe Allbaugh, Mark Ayoub, RA Dailey, BK Dailey, Bob Herbert, 
Joe Valorie

1. Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m. B Herbert led the Pledge of Allegiance. RA Dailey 
presented J Allbaugh as the newest member of the CASGED board, appointed to fill Rick 
Oskin’s seat following his late-summer resignation. JA said a few words about his move to 
Concord St. in Deutschtown and involvement in community events. Warm applause and 
words of welcome.

2. Public Officials
Zone 1 officers update: Shot Spotter is still not running in Zone 1; its topography of hills 

and valleys are a tough challenge. Officers announced sign-ups for the “Get Stuffed With Love” 
program — free meals citywide to feed the needy on Thanksgiving — and urged people to sign 
up anyone they knew to be in need of a hot holiday meal. — A resident asked whether the 
officers would be at Pumpkinfest on 10/13; yes.

From Councilwoman Harris’s office, Jeff Martin (constituent services director): Their 
office reached out to the Dept of Mobility and Infrastructure (DOMI) about the Concord-Vista 
City Steps. DOMI is in the design stage and there’s not yet a timeline for construction. A resident 
asked re saving the mural at the bottom of the steps; J Martin said they would urge that this be 
done.

Re Catalano Park, he gave Mike Gable of Public Works the photos of the former water 
feature, but the answer is still no. D Harris will ask for money in the next city budget. They are 
told that the problem is breaking up concrete for the installation; residents said the plumbing is 
intact and was used on National Night Out in August. Residents also asked about changing the 
black surface, which makes the park much hotter during summer months than it was before. 

Residents again asked for trash cans at base of Homer St. and near Lappe Lane steps.

3. Light of Life Rescue Mission, CEO Craig Schweiger: 
Mr. Schweiger said he was at CASGED meetings back in 2016 before applying to the 

city to build on new sites, one of which is in Deutschtown, at Madison & River avenues. Light of 
Life has long been on North Ave, but the buildings there are far from ideal. Since Pgh’s chronic 
homeless often prefer to camp in wooded areas where they won’t be disturbed, they have to 
travel to North Ave. for services, supplied in very tight quarters. It makes sense to relocate 
closer to where they are, so LofLife bought former Ridge Ave school in Allegheny West and 
began looking for a second location in our neighborhood, but encountered problems with zoning 
& with the URA process for acquisition. When the zoning change was granted, two residents on 
Voeghtly St. appealed. One suit was settled at Common Pleas, the other at the next level.

Today, Oct. 9, LofLife had a final presentation at City Planning, joined by their architect, 
former clients, reps from Allegheny West and North Side Leadership Conference, and with a 
support letter from the CASGED board.

The new facilities will provide medium-term recovery programs, not just emergency 
beds, to facilitate addiction recovery and re-entry into society & work force. There are separate 
entrances and quarters for men and women, and protected outdoor space as well. The North 
Ave facility will cater to the Deutschtown site cafeteria, but will close when the Ridge Ave site is 
completed. He noted it had taken many years to get to this point.



Residents asked how many people are served; Mr. Schweiger said 160 beds filled every 
night, including “scattered sites.” How many homeless people does Pgh actually have? It 
fluctuates but is about 200. “We feed them but we want them to make a commitment to 
change.” The new facility will make this process safer and more feasible.

4.  Committee Updates:

Development Committee — RA Dailey said committee chair Tye Silverthorne will not be able 
to attend Tuesday meetings until CMU semester ends. She reported that a conference with 
Johnson Development and the Common Pleas judge re our appeal of their zoning variances is 
scheduled for Oct. 30, but that no decision is expected until early 2019. A resident asked about 
the cost of the appeal; RAD said the board has agreed to take it one step at a time and re-
evaluate as needed, but cost is covered by ACCBO funding and the attorney has offered to do a 
significant amount of the work pro bono. He suggested that CASGED confer with him after the 
Oct. 30 hearing.

A resident asked for a list of the Dev. Committee members, which are: RA Dailey, Bob 
Herbert, Madi Nestor, Tye Silverthorne, Jenny Lou Stalnaker and Joe Valorie. There may be one 
vacancy because Peralta St resident Cindy McCauley may not be able to continue.

A resident asked whether there were now plans to develop the Town Square and Food 
City green spaces for housing. RA Dailey said no, there are no plans, that it is the current will of 
the board to preserve those sites as green space indefinitely and that there has been no recent 
outreach from a developer.

G3 Committee — J Valorie reported that 40-some Pitt students will be in the neighborhood on 
Saturday, Oct. 20, beginning at 9:30 a.m. for the fall clean-up. Neighbors are urged to join the 
effort and to pick up trash.

Public Safety — Raphael Walton reported there’s a citywide event at the Pittsburgh Project on 
human trafficking. It is a problem here, with young men recruited to entice girls into the 
business. A resident mentioned a religious TV show that featured Steelers coach Mike Tomlin 
who is an activist on this issue. — R Walton also said the committee is working to identify 
problem properties and send notices to landlords.

Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m.


