
Minutes for CASGED Community Meeting 
of Tuesday, June 12, 2018

1.  Meeting called to order at 6:35, with Pledge of Allegiance led by Bob Herbert.

2.  a. Officers from Zone 1 reported that there has been very little crime in our 
neighborhoods in the past month — theft from an unlocked vehicle, e.g. They urged 
residents not to leave anything in their vehicles and spoke of a very aggressive car 
break-in crew operating near the 31st St. Bridge.  

They emphasized that host buildings are really needed for Shot Spotter; the company 
installing the cameras for SS says Pittsburgh is the hardest terrain they’ve ever 
encountered due to the hills and trees. Fourteen cameras have already been installed, 
and Zone 1 has requested 65 more. There was discussion between officers and 
community about criminals, especially drug houses, using their own security cameras to 
monitor police and neighbors — advance warning. Resident Paul Stalter reported 
increased drug sales at Arcola and High streets, as well as a new group moving into the 
Spring Garden bus loop to party. Officers replied that they’ve already done undercover 
work there and made arrests.

b.  Molly Onufer from the Mayor’s Office invited residents to the “Pierogies & Potholes” 
Capital Budget Forum to weigh in on how Community Development Block Grant money 
should be used in Pittsburgh. June 20 at the Mt. Washington Senior Center, 6/26 in 
Larimer, 6/28 at South Side Market House. All 6 to 8:30 p.m.

Residents asked about lack of repairs to the Concord/Vista city steps; provided a list of 
possible city projects in Spring Garden; and asked for sidewalk repairs at the top of the 
city steps in the 1200 block of S. G. Ave. 

c.  Jeff Martin from Councilwoman Harris’s office continued discussion of bad sidewalks 
by noting that if neighbors request a citation for one particular address, it will lead to 
citations for all who are in violation. P Stalter urged pursuit of the citations and said 
neighbors could then help get the needed repairs done, donate to this effort, etc. J 
Martin requested a copy of P Stalter’s list and promised to work with PLI to get some 
progress. 

He reported that Public Works says the Catalano fountain was not removed during the 
recent renovation but before. Discussion centered on there having been two 
renovations of the park in recent decades. RA Dailey provided a handout from Open 
Spaces Pgh that showed Catalano did indeed once have a spray fountain, disproving 
PW’s claim it did not, and thanked resident Linda Messmer for finding that online proof.

RA Dailey and several residents asked when Mrs. Harris will introduce the Chestnut St. 
rezoning legislation, noting the votes were reported to her a year ago. J Martin said she 



is still working on it. Several people noted that this is the same response she has had 
for a few months now. J Martin promised to have a definitive answer by the next day.

3. Filling in for Development Committee chair Tye Silverthorne, RA Dailey reported that 
the Zoning Board has not issued a decision yet on the variances requested by Johnson 
Development to build a mini-storage facility at the Hartman/Social Hall site. The 45-day 
wait did not begin on the day of the hearing (4/12) but began only when the “findings” 
were due, which was 6/1; so a decision should be announced by mid-July.

4. Green Spaces Updates

a. Catalano Parklet was already discussed with J Martin
b. Charlie Treichler could not attend to update community on his Urban Orchard 

project, but RA Dailey reported he had just met with Meredith Grelli of Wigle/
Threadbare Cider, and will be partnering with them — in addition to his $1,000 
Sprout Fund grant — to plant the orchard. They are looking at four different sites in 
Spring Garden and Deutschtown and will go with whichever one allows them to 
move most quickly. Resident Kevin Maskol offered to assist with soil tests.

c. The board has voted to recognize or seek & appoint Garden Stewards for each of 
CASGED’s green spaces. Residents already regularly maintain many of these 
spaces, i.e. Eric Mount mowing the Town Square, K Maskol & Katy Sawyer planting 
and maintaining the upper lot of Kaboom Playground, P Stalter maintaining the 
“Welcome” site at Homer St. & SG Ave. The hope is that conflicts can be avoided, 
duplication of efforts/waste, prevented and hard work, appreciated. 

5.  Committee Reports

a. Public Safety — Raphael Walton reported on the recent Public Safety Meeting’s 
special presentation on addiction, with rising overdose deaths but also growing use 
of NarCan to save lives. Also new is an initiative for police and EMTs to offer rehab 
to OD victims they treat.  R Walton also announced National Night Out for August 7 
at Catalano Parklet. Donations are needed for this important public safety event.

b.  Development Committee — RA Dailey reminded all of the East Northside House 
Tour on June 16 and reported that PennDot has agreed to open up the Penn Brewery 
parking lot for the event. 

She also announced that Madi Nestor will be recognized as CASGED’s Volunteer of the 
Year at the North Side Leadership Conference annual dinner on 6/14.

6. New Business

P Stalter read a letter to the group asserting that 98.9 percent of CASGED meetings 
focus on Deutschtown and asking that more attention be paid to Spring Garden’s 
needs. 


